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SMALL POX.

1. The great prevalence of the disease small pox in all the country

of India, and the loss of life in every country, to the young and old of

every age and nation, from this destructive disease, makes me anxious

to write and proclaim to all, a short narrative of the past history, symp-

toms, and progress of the disease.

2. My desire is that the above named disease, should be moderated,

or be removed from this country if possible.

3. This is a wonderful disease, T shall now describe its symptoms.

As a rule it is communicable from one person to another, and attacks a per-

son but once in his life. It sets in with fever, and at a certain time, small

burning pimples make their appearance, and these frequently spread

over the whole body.

4. These pimples have remarkable peculiarities. Small pox, mea-

sles, and plague, these three diseases have an affinity, more or less, to

each other.

5. These diseases are capable of propagation from one to another.

To take the disease, it is not necessary a healthy individual should touch

the person attacked with small pox, or the matter, filth. See., because it

is sufficient to touch the clothes or breathe the air.

6. It is impossible to explain how small pox originated, but it is

sufficient to know, that this disease is propagated with certainty from

one to another
;

there is no other cause besides this.

7. Small pox is such a disease that no other can arrest it, the ap-

pearance and symptoms of this disease are so fearful that man always

dreads it. The Physicians of every country have fully observed its
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symptoms, for, when it is severe, the whole body is covered with small

pimples.

S. Query—If the matter of that pimple he taken on the point of

a lancet, and applied to the skin of a person who never had intercourse

with such a patient, what will happen?

9. Answer—For a short time nothing can he seen outwardly, after

that fever comes on, and numerous small pimples make their appearance
;

these gradually ripen into pustules similar to the pustule from which

the matter was originally taken.

10. When a person in health remains in the house of one suffer-

ing from small pox for a certain time, and inhales the bad air that issues

from his body, he will also be attacked in the same way.

11. In this place there are four things deserving observation.

1st. The reception of the poison of this disetise into the system.

2nd. For a short time weariness of the body is produced.

3rd. The disease breaks out wdlh the nature and symptoms si-

milar to the first patient.

4th. Above all, the very great increase of the poisonous matter

is wonderful.

12. From the birth of Christ up to <S00 years, this disease was not

known in Europe, because the ancient Physicians of Greece and Rome

have well observed and explained diseases, but they have written no-

thing about small pox.

13. It is certain that this disease prevailed in China and Hindoos-

tan for a long time, a thousand years before the birth of Christ, so that

up to the pre.sent time it is upwards of 2800 years.
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14'. It was ascertained from the hooks of some Arabian Physi-
cians, that in the very year Mahomet was born, this disease began in

Arabia
;
subsequently, wherever the Arabs went to war, the disease

spread itself through them, in short, it reached Europe about the

time the Moors went to Spain, so that a great many persons Avere des-

troyed by the rapid spread of this dreadful disease.

15. Although the inhabitants of many countries escaped this

disease for several years, at last it spread, through the medium of others,

and reached these places, and became established there.

16. Now my knowledge of this disease is correct, for it is certain

that in America, Avhich is called the new world, prior to 357 years, this

disease was not there
;
at last, a negro suffering from this disease was

Icinded at Mexico, in the south of America, from him the disease so

spread itself, that the whole of the country Avas desolated in a short

time, so that 3,500,000 of people died only from this disease.

17. Accidentally, in another country, this disease was propagated

in the same Avay, so that 16,000 persons, inhabitants of that place, or

more than a fourth of the population died.

18. Since the introduction of small pox, the benefit derived by the

prevention will D. V. be described.

19. This is the evidence of the effects, already described. In the

capital of Denmark, before the introduction of the prevention, annually

about 5,500 persons died of the disease. Government enforced on the

inhabitants of the place the introduction of the prevention, and in about

8 years this disease had nearly disappeared.

20. It is here necessary to observe the symptoms, progress, and

nature of this dreadful disease.

21. The disease sets in Avith shivering, folloAved Avith heat, dry-

ness, and hardness of the skin, excited pulse, pain in the stomach,

nausea, vomiting, headache, occasionally much delirium
;
sometimes

the disease begins Avitli convulsions
;

the pimples, in particular, in this
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disease, generally appear on the 3rd day after fever, the sooner this

appear so much the severer is the disease.

22. The pimples first begin to appear on the face, after on the

neck, then on the wrist, subsequently on the body, and lastly on the

lower extremities
;
the pimples continue to appear for 5 days

;
by degrees

these ripen into pustules, till the eighth day, when they maturate and

break on the same day, and form scabs
;
in 4 or 5 days more, these scabs

begin to drop ofi"; the above description is the general rule of the

disease, but sometimes there are exceptions to this.

23. Examples of the mortality of this disease can be given from

the books of all nations, but this is not necessary, because in this

country and in every house the loss is well known
;
at the present time,

in the surrounding villages, the young and old are dying daily, for

instance in the station of Jaulnah itself, in the space of four months

4,000 persons were destroyed.

VACCINATION.

24. This is a term derived from Latin, it was originally vacca, which

means a cow. Vaccination implies that it was taken from a cow,

because the matter used as a preventive for small pox, was taken from

that animal in the beginning.

25. From the disease being taken from an animal and applied to

the human being, it prevents the disease of small pox. This has been

approved of by physicians and written in their books.

26. I will briefly write how this wonderful discovery took place

originally, and how it was made known to the world. Dr. Jenner,

whose name through this discovery is rendered famous and memorable,
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so that he will never be forgotten, moreover he will ever be remembered
on account of the great obligation he conferred on mankind.

27. In Europe there was a place w’here a great many cowherds

resided, they believed that whoever took cow pox from the cow, never

took the small pox: with this the above doctor became acquainted.

28. The meaning of cow pox is the pustules of a cow, that is a

disease which appears on the udder of a cow, and from these pustules

the hands of the milkers w'ere affected.

29. Dr. Jenner took small pox matter on the point of a lancet

and applied it on the skin of those persons who had taken the disease

from the cow', but no pustules were form.ed
;
thus he ascertained that

this idea was correct, and the said Doctor was certain that if the cow

pox was applied from one human being to another, it would renvove the

trouble occasioned by this dreadful disease, and by means of this new

discovery he intended the said disease should be removed from the world.

30. Sixty-one years ago from this time, viz., on the 14th May
1796, to test this, he took the matter on the point of a lancet from the

hand of a woman who had cow pox pustules and applied it on the arms

of a girl 8 years of age, and he found, according to rule, that disease

formed. After 2 months, to test whether small pox would affect her

or not, he took small pox matter carefully, and having the skin on the

same girl’s arm well scarified, he applied it, but she did not take small

pox.

31. Many people refused to believe this new discovery. It is

useless to give an explanation cf that; it is sufficient to know', that

within six years all these believed in the new discovery, and it was

published to the world. So that if the matter carefully taken from the

cow be tried, it can be ascertained.

32. I will now briefly give the nature and progress of this disease.
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33. If the matter of cow pox he applied on the arm, the wound
looks red and inflamed on the 2nd or 3rd day. On the 4th or 5th day

a vesicle becomes visible on the skin, of the colour of a pearl, filled

with lymph, this gradually increases till the 8th day, when the pustule

is from to f an inch, wide like the pustule of small pox, with raised

edges and a central depression; in it are from 10 to 14 small cells, if

any one of these be carefully punctured, the fluid from that cell only

escapes, the others continue filled
;
up to the 7th, 8th or even 9th day

the burning around this vesicle is similar to that of the said pustule.

After that it spreads circularly, and the redness increases up to the 9th

or 10th day, from the 11th day it begins to decrease, fades, and gets the

colour of the skies, after 2 or 3 days a kind of hardness is produced, and

the pustule constitutes a black circular scab
;
this, by degrees, gets hard

and dries, and at last about the 20th day it falls off.

34. The mark on the skin is little less than half an inch wide,

circular and depressed in the centre, and streaked with the marks of

small indentations, these are seen in room of the cells in the pustule.

On the 8th dav a little fever comes on and soon subsides, this fever is

like the secondary fever of small pox to all appearance, and according

to our judgment, this is the test of the protection against small pox.

35. Query—Will Vaccination fully prevent small pox?

36, Answer—According to rule it will, but it is certain that there

are exceptions to this rule. Although it is certain that the Vaccine

pustule prevents small pox in many persons, this has happened and will

happen
;
but to some, full protection from Vaccination will not occur,

but it is positive, that should any one take small pox after Vaccination

it will not be severe, and above all, it wifi never cause loss of life.

37. If any person dispute the operation of Vaccination aflfbrding

protection, it is necessary that the readers of this treatise should explain
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that some who take small pox of itself, get it a second time, to these,

if Vaccination is performed, it will not prevent the recurrence of small

pox.

38. That the disease small pox is a destroyer of life, has already

been explained
; when Vaccination is carefully performed, it is necessary

to observe the extent of its protection; evidence of this can be obtained

from the records of English troops wherever stationed
;
the evidence so

obtained is correct, because it is taken from the records of Government.

39. Look now at the results among the King of England’s Cavalry

and Infantry
;

in the course of 20 years, out of 44,611 persons, after

Vaccination, only 3 died of small pox.

40. In other English possessions after the said protection was

effected, in 60,000 persons one only died in 20 years.

41. In the Island of Ceylon in the said time, small pox spread

greatly on three occasions
;
of 9,105 inhabitants who were not vaccinated,

there died 3,208 from the said disease. In the same Island and at the

same time, during the prevalence of small pox, of the English army

there present, only 4 persons died : from these evidences we can give

many proofs, but it is hoped that these examples are sufficient for all

rational people, because the benefit of Vaccination to mankind is very

great, and this is a news in which the high as well as the low benefit.

42. Above all, it is necessary that Government should confer this

benefit on the inhabitants
;

it can be done with great nicety. It is ne-

cessary that the readers of this treatise should consider the examples

here written, and first vaccinate the males and females, and then their

household servants, from the practice of which small pox will be pre-

vented.

43. Let it be known to all that to remove this dreadful disease.

Government have conferred on its subjects a great favour by appointing

Vaccinators in every Village
;
whoever wish to be vaccinated should go

to the Hospitals, where for this purpose people are appointed, and it is

certain that the remedy for this dreadful disease will be applied
;
from

this no inconvenience wall be experienced
;

after listening to these be-

neficial words, not practising it would be as if you had cut your own

foot with an axe.
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44. The practice of small pox inoculation has been put a stop to

after the discovery of Vaccination
;
but if any one ask what small pox

inoculation is, tell them that if the matter taken from the body of a

small pox patient be applied to the arms of another, the same kind of

small pox pustules will come out
;

the evil is that it comes out on the

whole body by inoculation, and through the air affects people in health,

produces small pox, and thus communicated from one to another it

spreads all over the country : therefore Government are anxious that

it should be put a stop to. By practicing Vaccination, all this evil will

be avoided, and small pox be eradicated from the country.
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